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Sir: 

Responsive to the office action of December 28, 2001, 
Applicants request that the same be withdrawn and a new office 
action be issued and the application transferred to Ms. Qazi. 

On December 18, 2 001, there was hand delivered to Ms. Qazi a 
preliminary amendment which was the result of an interview with the 
inventors and their French representative and the undersigned 
attorney with Ms. Qazi and Mr. Jose Dees, her supervisor. At the 
same time, there was also a joint discussions in related 
application Serial No. 284,147 filed April 7, 1999 and Serial No. 
423,108 filed October 29, 1999. 

The present Examiner, when he telephoned the undersigned on « 
December 19, 2001, was informed that he had an interview with the 
clients and with Ms. Qazi and Jose Dees and than an amendment had 
been hand delivered to Ms. Qazi. It was requested of the Examiner 
to transfer the application to Ms. Qazi in view of the interview 



* 



it 



and 'the related cases being handled by her. 



Much to the 



undersigned's surprise, he received the office action of December 
28, 2 001 which did not deal with the amended claims and instead, 
dealt with the original claims. Therefore, Applicants greatly urge 
for the benefit of justice and to expedite the prosecution that the 
application be transferred to Ms. Qazi in view of the interview and 
the related cases. At a minimum, the office action should be 
withdrawn and the proper claims, which were in the Patent Office at 
the time of the issuance of office action, be withdrawn and 
considered. 

In view of the above, it is not deemed necessary to make the 
election of species required by the Examiner since he examined the 
wrong claims. 
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